November 14, 2016
To: Honorable Members of Congress

Re: Opposition to riders overturning wildlife protection rules on federally-funded National Wildlife
Refuges and National Preserves in Alaska

Dear Members of Congress:

We, the 83 undersigned wildlife and environmental protection organizations, ask you to oppose
wasteful and damaging riders to overturn or defund newly-enacted rules protecting native carnivores
from egregious killing methods on 96 million acres of land on National Wildlife Refuges and National
Preserve lands in Alaska.' These methods include baiting brown bears, trapping bears with cruel leghold
traps and snares, using airplanes to scout, land, and shoot brown bears, and killing mother black bears,
wolves and coyotes and their dependent young at their den sites.

As organizations dedicated to the protection and preservation of wildlife and ecosystem balance, we are
encouraged that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) and the National Park Service (NPS) now
prohibit the aforementioned practices on their Alaska lands. Without question, the Alaska Department
of Fish and Game’s unsustainable and unscientific practices are affecting native carnivores in and around
those areas. Trappers and hunters have lured Denali’s highly valued and much-treasured wolves outside
the safety of the Park’s borders to be killed, resulting in a rapid decline—from 45 percent to 6 percent—
in wolf sightings by visitors to Denali National Park and Preserve over just a few years." The state’s
predator control practices have also wiped out Denali’s entire East Fork Pack, ending decades of
groundbreaking research.” And the NPS is also now ending a decades-long research project on wolf
packs in Alaska’s Yukon-Charley Rivers National Preserve, because state officials have killed so many of
the Preserve’s wolves when they wandered outside of its boundaries. "

The NPS and the FWS have made it clear: predator control on their lands within the state of Alaska is
simply not unacceptable. The practice is also not backed by sound science; numerous studies have
demonstrated that killing large numbers of native carnivores such as brown bears, black bears, and
wolves will not make ungulate herds more abundant for human hunters.

Nor are these practices supported by the majority of Alaskans, who indicated in a recent statewide poll
their support for banning cruel methods of killing on federal lands in their state.” What they do support,
however, is the influx of tourism revenue brought into their state by the throngs of people from around
the world who travel there each year for the unique opportunity to see bears, wolves, coyotes, river
otters, wolverines, and lynx in America’s national preserves and refuges—alive and well, not stuffed or
posed in a trophy room. In its 2016 economic report, the NPS found: “In 2015, park visitors spent an
estimated $1.2 billion in local gateway regions while visiting NPS lands in Alaska. These expenditures
supported a total of 17.6 thousand jobs, $595.5 million in labor income, $1 billion in value added, and
$1.7 billion in economic output in the Alaska economy.”" Additionally, U.S. government records show
that wildlife watchers outnumber hunters in Alaska by a factor of five, and that wildlife watchers also
spend much more money — in excess of $2 billion annually, vs. $4.3 million by hunters.""

It is important to keep in mind that the rules passed by the National Park Service (NPS) and the Fish and
Wildlife Service (FWS) do not restrict subsistence hunting pursuant to Alaska National Interest Lands
Conservation Act (ANILCA), nor do they restrict the taking of wildlife for public safety purposes or
defense of property. The FWS and the NPS would continue to maintain their jurisdiction over National
Wildlife Refuges and National Preserves in Alaska, which are federal public lands held in trust for all
Americans, not just a few trophy hunters and trappers.



Therefore, we ask that you oppose any rider or amendment to defund or repeal the NPS and FWS rules,
which are so vital to protecting wildlife on those federal lands—supported by American taxpayers—from

inhumane and unsustainable killing methods.
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"On October 23, 2015, the National Park Service (NPS) finalized a rule amending its regulations for sport hunting and
trapping in National Preserves in Alaska. A similar rule by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) was finalized on August
3, 2016 amending their regulations on National Wildlife Refuges in Alaska to prohibit cruel killing methods and end so-

|n

called “predator contro

" http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2016/02/denali-national-parks-text

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2016/08/09/storied-alaska-wolf-pack-beloved-for-decades-

has-vanished-thanks-to-hunting/

¥ http://www.peer.org/assets/docs/ak/8 8 16 NPS Wolf impacts.pdf

¥ Alaska voters oppose cruel methods of killing wildlife on Alaska’s federal public lands. They oppose baiting and

trapping; and oppose denning by more than 2-to-1 margin.

http://www.humanesociety.org/news/press releases/2016/03/alaska-nwr-cruel-practices-030116.html

" Emphasis added. NPS’s economics for Alaskan economy: https://www.nps.gov/subijects/socialscience/vse.htm
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http://www.census.gov/prod/2013pubs/fhwl1-ak.pdf and https://www.nps.gov/subjects/socialscience/vse.htm
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